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HEALTH DEPARTMENT URGESPARENTSTO REMEMBER
INFANT IMMUNIZATIONS

JOLIET — Will County women will deliver more thai®,000 babies during 2009, and many of the newest ar
residents will be vulnerable to dangerous, but @gnéable, infectious diseases.

Nearly 11,000 U.S. babies are born every day, aptoaimately 20 percent of them will lack suffictemmunization
coverage against mumps, measles, polio, whoopinghz@and a dozen other life-impacting infectiousedses. The
Will County Health Department reminds area parémds every child deserves a healthy start to Efarly
immunizations limit the potential for unnecessaigedse, disability, and premature death.

Ideally, children should have at least 80 percéth@ir required and recommended school immuninatiduring the
first two years of life. The National Centers faisBase Control & Prevention (CDC), have been warkiard to
promote early childhood immunizations for more thashecade.

The U.S. Department of Health & Human Servicesneaetd with CDC to develop National Infant ImmuniaatWeek
beginning in 1995. The 2009 infant immunizatioiidtive is scheduled for April 25, 2009 — May @909, and it's a
good time for parents to make sure that babiesuetike vaccine protection they need to avoid paehealth pitfalls.

“Babies need to visit a doctor or clinic for immaeaiions multiple times by the age of two for catiprotection against
diseases that can do them significant harm,” adgegrd Will County Health Department Executive Riter, John
Cicero. “Immunizations provide an important layépootection to each child, and they also prothethealth of the
entire community.”

For more information about National Infant Immuriiaa Week, visitwww.cdc.gov/nip For information about
immunization services provided by the Will Countyr@munity Health Center, telephone 815-740-8143.
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