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WILL COUNTY CASESLINKED TO GROWING
SALMONELLA OUTBREAK

JOLIET —The Will County Health Department’s Envimental Health division and Infectious Disease Curgection are
on high alert in the wake of a growing salmonelitboeak reported in at least 17 states.

Through noon Tuesday, at least four Will Countydests had tested positive for salmonellosis, ddveat infection
capable of producing acute illness in children,dlierly, and people with weakened immunity. Thealaases are
presumptively linked to the consumption of raw phaim, red Roma, and round red tomatoes.

The FDA initially issued a warning about salmongiiocases linked to raw red tomatoes in Texas awd Mexico June 3.
The warning was expanded to include all 50 statiesSaturday, with cases now reported from Washingt Connecticut.

Through midday Tuesday, lllinois had confirmed 28es including five hospitalizations. The natiazede count continues
to grow, with nearly 200 confirmations reportedao

No local hospitalizations have been reported, bilit @dunty cases have been confirmed from Lockp®ldinfield,
Bolingbrook, and suburban Aurora. Local cases rdnegereen 11 and 46 years old.

Will County Infectious Disease Control has beenantact with area health care providers to insua¢ énteric testing be
considered for individuals complaining of stomachneps, diarrhea, fever, and related gastrointdstymaptoms. Will
County Environmental Health is also actively invexdv

Environmental Health personnel have been contabbiod service establishments and nursing homesateraure health
risks are clearly understood. The health departinasialso fielded numerous public inquiries abalihenellosis, and the
current outbreak.

“It's important to note that the FDA alert only @ three types of tomatoes,” according to Will @guHealth
Department executive director John J. Cicero. “Hammavn tomatoes and other types of tomatoes ndidatpd by the
FDA are safe to eat.

“The true number of people affected by this outknedl likely continue to grow. llinesses like theesren’t always reported
immediately, and many illnesses are never repohteiividuals with cramps, diarrhea and other gastestinal symptoms
would be well served to consult a health care piewt
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